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New York, when the phone finally rings.
Greg Gilson feels his heart thump. He
lifts the receiver and presses it to his ear.
A familiar voice greets him but it sounds
dejected - and Greg can sense what’s about
to be said.
The conversation continues, pleasantries are
h d and words of are offered.
But Gilson feels defeated. His opportunity to
play Augusta National has crumbled at the
eleventh hour.
Dr Alister MacKenzie’s masterpiece has
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become Gilson’s Holy Grail. It represents the final
stage of a 10-year journey that has sent him to all
corners of the globe.

The 61-year-old is chasing history, you see. He
is vying to become the first Australian to play each
of the world's top-100 ranked golf courses. But the
gates to Magnolia Lane have just slammed shut -
and he remains stranded on 99.

Augusta National is one of the world's most
exclusive golf clubs; it has been since its inception
in 1933. But privacy creates mystery. And that's
what makes playing the Georgian layout all the
more desirable.

There are actually multiple ways for people to
walk the hallowed fairways with club in hand. But
none are easy - and some are controversial.

You can play with one of the club’s members
if you receive an invitation. But that becomes
challenging when you discover there are only 300
members at any given time. Gilson had finally
managed to clear that major hurdle - or so he
thought - by outtoafriendofalk
client who happened to know one of the
‘Green Jackets'.

But the rug had quickly been pulled from under
his feet.

“There’s probably a few people like me,
marooned on 99 and missing that one cherry,
so I was very excited by the prospect of playing
Augusta National .. But two nights before I was
due to fly down from New York to Augusta, I
got a message saying that the member could no
longer make it,” explained Gilson, whose original
inspiration came from an international top-100
list published in an American golf magazine
in 2009.

Gilson has spent most of his life completing
that age-old ritual of waking up, boiling the kettle
and turning on the television to watch the »
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Greg's clubs have taken him to
the Old Course at St Andrews and
Bethpage Black in New York
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Masters,” Gilson said. "But playing Ang)
become more of a goal to be achieved, rather than
a ‘dream come true’ feeling

“That might all change when I walk through
the gates, of course. I've been fortunate enough
10 0 to the Masters on several occasions. Butl
think with a club in my hands . I will be quite
nervous at the beginning - and I'll be very
emotional at the end.”

Gilson
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ssentially grew up witha golfclub in

his hands. His father was the head professional

at Southport Golf Club ~ and he opened the first

driving range on the Gold Coast in the early 1860s.
After spending his high school years picking

up balls (by hand) on the range, he began.
working for Mobil, which allowed him to travel
extensively and exposed hint to some of the
waorld’s finest golf courses.

“When1 started working overseas I got an
education on golf courses,” Gilson said. “In
Australia, unless you're a member of one of the
premium courses - or you're based in Melbourne
~ youdon't have a sense of the diversity or the
variety of some of the great golf courses that are
out there"

‘When Mobil merged with Exxon in 1999,
Greg decided to start his own business doing
caddy work for overseas tourists visiting the
Melbourne Sandbelt, which (unbeknownst to
him) would eventually help him with his
golfing mission.

“I would be out there all through the summer
caddying for overseas visitors - and most of
them would be members of Olympic, Pine Valley,
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OB HE IS VYING TO BECOME THE FIRST
AUSTRALIAN TO PLAY EACH OF THE WORLD’S
TOP-100 RANKED GOLF COURSES. BUT THE GATES
TO MAGNOLIALANE HAVE JUST SLAMMED SHUT -
AND HE REMAINS STRANDED ON 99.

Shinnecock Hills .. places like that,” Gilson aaid

“So L kept all those names, and when the time
came and I was in their area, I would give them a
call, remind them who I was and try to organise a
game at their course. It became sort of a domino
effect, they all know someone who's n member at
another one of the great courses.

“With any of these global top-100 lists, at least
two thirds of the courses are private. So getting
into these highly private clubs is the number one
challenge. It really becomes a networking game.
You need to make the acquaintance of members
of some of these clubs through family or through
business relationships

As far as Gre; ware, there are only 34
people who have played each of the world’s
top-100 courses - and of those people, more
than 90 percent are from the US. So not only 1s it
difficult 1o gain access to such exclusive clubs, it
also bec: Sa h 0
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But that hasn't stopped Greg,
venture continues to be fuelled by multi

publications
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about the best golf courses, the

courses in the US and the mo: able golf
courses — and being a diligent kind of guy, 1
started ticking off the ones that I had played
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Gilson remains inspired. But that ond finul
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continues to elude him. >
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1 St George's GC

St Andrews (Old course

Chicago GC
Fife, Scotland OLD COURSE, ST ANDREWS I
Cypress Point Royal Melbourne GC
California, US L .

National Golf Links of Ameri Trump Turnberry Resort

w York, US

7 .
s 4 Pine Valley GC Lahinch GC
New Jersey, US
A
|
- 5 Cruden Bay Sand Hills GC
Aberdeenshire, Scotland Net
4 5 Nanea GC
il 6 Oakmont CC TPC Sawgrass Az MUSTUNDERRATEU
R Pennsylvania, US I
g £* Kiawah Golf Resort cnURSEs
d ¢
o 7 Golf Club de Morfontaine Cape Kidnappers e
Mortefontaine, Fran: v Friar's Head GC 1. Shoreacres. |
j 8 Bandon Dunes Resort (Pacific Cape Wickham Links 2 2 Hirono Golf Club Swinley Forest 2. Tobacco Road X
., Dunes), Oregon, US King Island, Australin =  Hyogo, Japar 3. Royal Cinque Ports, X
; I The Olympic Club
4 § B 4. Western Gailes A
: Garden City Golf Club Merion Golf Club (Eust cou Diamante Resort Camarngn Sib 5. St Ge A
| New York, U Pennsylvania, US San M ot b

Casa do Campo

Royal Dornoch
Sutherland, Scotland

New South Wales GC

yedney, Australia

1 2 Sunningdale Golf Club (Old
Berkshire, En d
1 3 Shorencres
Hlinois, US
14 Chambers Bay
Washington, US

Fisher’s Island Club

Whistling Straits (Str

Wisconsin, US

Bandon Dunes Resort (§
Dunes), Oregon, US

Kawana Hotel Golf Course (Fu

). Shizuoka, Jupan

Ballybunion Golf Club (Old

Ballybunion, Ireland

Tobacco Road Golf Club

Royal County Down

Shinnecock Hills G(

Tara Iti Golf Club

Roynl Cinque Ports GC

Machrihanish GC
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MOSTOVERRATED

1. Medinah (No.3 course
2. Ditavos Dunes

3. Valderrama

4. Southern Hills

8. Scioto CC
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